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' What is Claimed : 



1 . A multi-puipose vessel for use when recovering material from 
bottom surface of a body of water, the vessel comprising: 
a hull; / 

a dredge assembly mounted to the hull, the dredge assembly being 
adapted to recover the material from the bottom surface; 

a hopper supported fy the hull, the hopper being adapted to receive 
the material; and 

a transfer conveW>r adapted to receive the material from the dredge 
assembly, the transfer conveyor being shiftable between a first position in 
which the transfer coriveyor is operable to convey the material toward the 
hopper, the transfer /onveyor further being shiftable to a second position in 
which the transfer ©onveyor is operable to convey the material off the vessel. 




aterial in the hopper. 



3. A vessel as defined on claim 2, wherein the moveable floor 
includes a flexible belt mounted on a plurality of rollers. 




4. A vessel &\$&$ned in claim 1, including an ejector blade 
moveably mounted withjfflth^hopper, the ejector blade being adapted to 
move the material in the ttppper. 



Loi 



A vessel as Jefined in claim 1, wherein the hopper includes a 



slatVonveyor for moving ihe material in the hopper. 
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6. A vessel as defined in claim 1, including a distribution 
conveyor moveably mounted to the hull and having a first end and a second 
end, and further including/a discharge conveyor having a portion extending 
into the hopper and being/adapted to discharge the material from the hopper 
to the distribution convewr adjacent the first end, the distribution conveyor 
second end being moveaple to a desired position to thereby unload the 
material at a desired location. 

7. A vessel as defined in claim 1, wherein the distribution 
conveyor includes an extendable portion. 

8. A vessel aa defined in claim 7, wherein the extendable portion 
is slidably mounted in a Mm sing, and including a rack and pinion assembly 
mounted to the housing aim the extendable portion for extending and 
retracting the extendable portion. 

Hefined in claim 6, wherein the distribution 
[arret assembly. 

defined in claim p. , including a rack and pinion 
Lbution conveyor on the turret assembly. 

11. A vessel 4s defined in claim 1 , wherein the transfer conveyor 
is moveably mounted m the hull. 

12. A vessel as defined in claim 1, wherein the transfer conveyor 
is mounted on a timet assembly. 



9. A vessel as 
conveyor is mounted on a 

10. A vessel as 
arranged to rotate the dist 
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A vesserfas defined in claim j/l, including a rack and pinion 
rotate the transfer conveyor on the turret assembly. 



14. A ves^fel as defined in claim 1, wherein the hopper is 
generally rectangul 




15. A vessel as defined in claim 1, further including a discharge 
£ augfcr mounted to the hull jnd having a portion extending into the hopper to 
discharge the material from the hopper. 



16. A vessel a& defined in claim 1, further including a discharge 
assembly mounted to the hull and having a portion extending into the 
hopper, the discharge assembly being adapted to discharge the material from 
the hopper. 



17. A vessel is 
assembly includes a pai^ 
including a portion extending 



defined in claim 1, wherein the discharge 
of counter rotating augers, each of the augers 
into the hopper. 



18. A vessel ks defined in claim 1, including a propulsion system 
for moving the hull thrlugh the water. 



19. A Vessel as defined in claim 18, wherein the propulsion 
system includes a tf^ctive element adapted to engage the bottom surface of 
the body of water. 



20. A vessel as>teflned in claim 19, wherein the tractive element 
is moveably mounted to the ftull and is shiftable between a retracted position 
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in which tMtactive element is disposed toward the hull and an extended 
position in TOfiich the tractive element engages the bottom surface. 



21. A vessel as defined in claim 18, wherein the propulsion 
system includes alplurality of positioning jets. 

22. A vessel as defined in claim 6, wherein the distribution 
conveyor includes a nJbveable counterweight, the counterweight being 
positionable relative to tlte distribution conveyor so as to counteract the 
forces applied to the distribution conveyor by the material. 

23. A multi-purpose vessel for use when recovering material from 
ttom surface of a body of w/ter, the vessel comprising: 

a hull; / 

a dredge assembly mo/nted to the hull, the dredge assembly being 
adapted to recover the material from the bottom surface; 

a conveyor system,yUie conveyor system including a first portion 
adapted to receive the material from the dredge assembly, a moveable 
second portion, and a distribution conveyor, the second portion being 
moveable to a first position in which the second portion is adapted to receive 
the material from theiirst portion and to convey the material to a first 
desired location disused a first distance away from the hull, the second 
portion further being moveable to a second position in which the second 
portion is adaptedito convey the material to the distribution conveyor, the 
distribution conv/yor being adapted to convey the material a second distance 
greater than thejrirst distance awav from the hull 
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24. A vessel Its defined in claim 23, further including a hopper 
adapted to receive the material, and wherein the second portion is further 
adapted to convey the Aiaterial to the hopper. 

25. A vessfel as defined in claim 24, wherein the hopper includes a 
moveable floor adapted to move the material in the hopper toward the 
distribution conveycfr, and including an auger assembly having a portion 
extending into the hbpper, the auger assembly being adapted to convey the 
material from the h&pper to the distribution conveyor. 

26. A vessel as defined on claim 25, wherein the moveable floor 
includes a flexible belt mounted on a plurality of rollers. 

27. A vessel as defined in claim 24, including an ejector blade 
moveably mounted within the hopper, the ejector blade being adapted to 
move the materia^ the hopper toward the distribution conveyor, and 
including an ai*er&sembly having a portion extending into the hopper, the 
auger assemhj^Wig adapted to convey the material from the hopper to the 
distribution /onveyor. 

28. AVessel as defined in claim 24, and including a hopper 
adapted to receive Ve material, and further including an auger assembly 
positioned to receiveVe material from at least one of the conveyor second 
portion and the hopper\he auger assembly being adapted to convey the 
material to the distribution conveyor. 

29. The vessel as defined in claim 28, wherein the auger assembly 
is disposed in a housing, the hd^sing including a first feed port positioned to 
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receive material from the convenor second portion and further including a 
second feed port positioned to receive material from the hopper. 

30. The vessel as defused in claim 28, wherein the auger assembly 
includes a pair of counter-rotatina augers. 



31. The vessel as define 
conveyor includes a moveable coui 



applied to the distribution conveyoi 



in claim 23, wherein the distribution 
terweight, the counterweight being 



positionable on the distribution con v&yor so as to counteract the forces 



by the material traveling therealong. 




32. A multi-purpose vesseifor use on a body of water, the vessel 
"comprising: 
a hull; 

a dredge assembly mouiAed to the hull, the dredge assembly being 
adapted to recover material f rcfm a bottom surface of the body of water; 

a hopper supported by the hull, the hopper being adapted to receive 
the material; and 

a conveyor system/the conveyor system including a first portion 
adapted to receive the material from the dredge assembly, the conveyor 
system further includingra moveable second portion adapted to receive the 
material from the first portion and to convey the material along a plurality of 
desired paths, a first df the desired paths being away from the hull and a 
second of the desiretf paths being toward the hopper. 



33. Thef vessel as defined in claim 32, wherein the hull includes a 
docking mechanism adapted to secure an adjacent boat to the hull, and 
further wherehf the first desired path is onto the adjacent boat. 
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l f 34. The vessel as defined in claim 32, wherein the distribution 
'assembly includes a distribution conveyor moveably mounted to the hull and 
having a first end and a second end, the distribution conveyor defining a 
third desired path wherein the material may be deposited at a location remote 
from the hull, the distribution assembly further including a moveable 
counterweight, the counterJbight being positionable on the distribution 
assembly so as to counteract the forces applied to the distribution conveyor 
by the material traveling along the third desired path. 



35. A vessel as {defined in claim 34, wherein the distribution 
conveyor includes an extendable portion. 

36. A vessel at defined in claim 35, wherein the extendable 
portion is slidably mourned in a housing, and including a rack and pinion 
assembly mounted to tl/e housing and the extendable portion for extending 
and retracting the extendable portion. 



37. A methoc/ of conveying material recovered in a dredging 
operation to a desired Lpcation comprising the steps of: 

positioning a water-borne vessel having a dredge assembly and a 
distribution conveyoiyata first position in a waterway; 

recovering tft&^tedged material from the waterway and conveying 
the material to a fiM end of the distribution conveyor; 

positioning £ second end of the distribution conveyor at a desired 
location; and 

conveyinrfthe material along the distribution conveyor to the second 
end for deposition therefrom as the vessel proceeds along the waterway. 
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38. The method as defined in claim 37, including the additional 
step of slewing tHfe distribution conveyor as the material is being distributed. 

39. The method as defined in claim 37, including the additional 
steps of providing a hopper in the vessel, storing the material in the hopper, 
and conveying the material from the hopper to the distribution conveyor. 

40. The method as defined in claim 37, including the additional 
steps of positioning the vesseiat a second position in the waterway, 
positioning the second end of the distribution conveyor at a second desired 
location, and conveying material akJn^sthe distribution conveyor to the 
second end for deposition at the s^mHiesired location. 

in claim 37, wherein the vessel 
Jberation. 

42. A method of forming a working channel in a silt-laden 
waterway comprising the steps of: \ 

moving a water-borne vessel having \ dredge assembly and a 
distribution conveyor through the waterway; \ 

recovering the silt material from the waterway and conveying the silt 
material to a first end of the distribution conveyor; 

positioning a second end of the distribution conveyor at a desired 
location; and \ 

conveying the material along the distribution Vonveyor to the second 
end for deposition therefrom as the vessel proceeds along the waterway. 




41 . The method as define 
includes a hull adapted for low draft 
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43. 1*0ie method as defined in claim 42, wherein the step of 
positioning the distribution conveyor comprises the step of positioning an 
axis of the conveyqf at a predetermined angle relative to an axis of the 
vessel. 

44. A methoW of forming an emergency levee in a waterway 
comprising the steps of: 

moving a water-boVne vessel having a dredge assembly and a 
distribution conveyor through the waterway; 

recovering the material from a bottom surface of the waterway and 
conveying the silt material to a first end of the distribution conveyor; 

positioning a second enq ofjh^ distribution conveyor at a desired 
levee location; and 

conveying the material al&ig th\ distribution conveyor to the second 
end for deposition therefrom as thavessel proceeds along the waterway. 

45. A method of repairing breach in a levee comprising the 
steps of: 

moving a water-borne vessel haling a dredge assembly and a 
distribution conveyor through a waterwajr adjacent the levee; 

recovering material from a bottomWrface of the waterway and 
conveying the material to a first end of the (distribution conveyor; 

positioning a second end of the distribution conveyor at a desired 
location adjacent the breach; and 

conveying the material along the distribiftion conveyor to the second 
end for deposition therefrom as the vessel proceeds along the waterway. 



